


LESSON 3: NAME-CALLING IN OUR SCHOOL

PART 3—DEBRIEFING AND NEXT STEPS (30-45 MINUTES)

At the end of the three days of observation, ask students to reflect upon their observations and answer
the following questions. This can be done as a homework assignment, in-class writing assignment, or
small group discussion:

e What types of name-calling are most common (names about looks, behavior, intelligence, physi-
cal ability, friends, family, race, ethnicity, sexual comments, curses or other cruel words, etc.)?

e Who is most likely to get bullied and to do the bullying? (No names—just characteristics)

e Where/when did most incidents of name-calling take place? Were adults or other students
around?

e What was the intent of the name-calling in most cases (to tease, joke, hurt, get revenge, etc.)?

e How did the targets of name-calling respond?

* Did an adult or other student get involved? If so, how?

e How do you think the problem of name-calling should be addressed in your school?
Revisit the question with which you began this lesson—is name-calling inevitable or a problem we
can do something about? As a follow-up, students may be asked to write a report that summarizes
their observations and what they have learned about name-calling in their school. They should
include their ideas for ways to reduce or end name-calling in their school community. Their reports

can be presented to the school principal, guidance staff, or others in a position to help implement
change. As a class, select one or more ideas that you will work on collaboratively to put into action.
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